
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.
A SPEECH FROM MR. WINTHROP.

The subjoined Speech of the Hon. Robert C.
Winthrop, delivered at a public dinner in Faneuil
Hall, Boston, on the late anniversary of American

Independence, possesses, no doubt, for a majority
of our readers the same interest as for us. It was
elicited by the following toast;
" The r*>t Member*of Vtngreu .- Boston w justly proud

of the list "of IhoM of the illustrious dead and of the respect-
ed and honored living who have represented ber interests in

the National Councila.may their enlarged patnottsm and
devetton to tbe Conatimtioo be the gutding principle which
shatl ever anmate their succeesora."

This sentiment having been received with great
enthusiasm, and thiee times three heartily given
for Mr. WiNraiioe, he rose and responded as fol¬
lows : »

I could aot find it in my heart, Mr. Mayor, to decline the
kind reqaest ol yoor committee that I would be present
bere to-day and *ay . few wotds in rwply to the sentiment

which baa juat be«a proposed. I am greatly honored ky be¬
ing designated to neapond ta such aaentimeat, and by thus
being s«thorked«e appropriate to myself -boom huoiblt share
of the compliment which it osntaina. It has been my fortune
to serve the people of Bostoo, in the Congress of tbe United
States, for a longer period, I believe, than any one who haa
rep esented then since tbe adoption of tbe Constitution. I
do not forget, however, by whom-I have been preceded. I do
not forget that«pon the listdf my respect^ and illustrious
predecessors, ts which yon have alluded, are contained tbe
names Of Otis mod Beetia and Ames, among tfce dead ; of
gumcy and Gerham and Lawrence and 'Webster, among tbe
living. [Great applmtse.J] Ae; 1 remember these and other
names, I am Ceeply sensible of my own defk-ienetea, both
comparative and positto. Bet while ( freely confess myself
inferior to (II who »bave preceded or followed me, in the
ability and-success rof my «orvices,I-do not yield to any of
them, either among Hie dead or the kviog, in the warmth of
my attachment to my country and its institutions, in the
earnestness Of my ofibrts to advance the interests of my con¬

stituents, or in tbe sioceiity of mydceirt to promote harmony,
conciliation, and ecocord among the whole American people.
[This sentiment was received with great cheering.]
And now, fellaw-dtnens, I know not how to tbank you

for this cordial aatflaiteiiog recaption. I am bere, as you
know, with no titfc Kxcoswfderatisn save such aa nay reault
from a.public career wbioh baa recently been brought to a

close. After siimen or seventeen years oC official employ¬
ment in different tranches of tbe State and National Legisla¬
tures, [ an once >nore in the rank and file of private citizen¬
ship. tty place 'in tbe procession and at tbe table to-day is
among the Utet- An omembar of the Genesa.1 Court, an
ex member of -Coagteee, an «:=8peakerj an es-Senator, I
am an ex-every thing, excepting only and.always that
which, thank Haaven, no party .combinations and no personalpr*judicee can-<»er prevent me from being<.-»J|oaton boy, a
Massachusetts man, a-ctUzen ai the United States, an Ame¬
rican freeman.«with«boart fall of.gratitude to those to whose
unmerited faro: I ovae whatever boocr I have enjoyed, abd
foil of love and loyalty alao to the Conetitutioa and the
Union of tbat-aativsicsnntry m whose councils I have so long
served- [Cheers.] .

Let me add that I cm content with my position ; and it
will be owing te noeAirt, solicitation or desire of my own if
it shell' ever be*changed. There is, in my judgment, quite as
much of truth-«e thnaai sf wit in the saying of a distinguish¬
ed Virginia politician on aome occasion, that, in the idphabet
of a true phiietophy, Che X's are-at leaat next door to the
Y's, (wMe.) Laughter.] I will not say that " the poet «f
honor is a private station but I ^?ill say.and you, Mr.
Mayor, will know how to agree with me.that the. post of
personal comfort, of troe salisfsciin*, and of inward peace, is
not alwayaa.pcblic owe. Certainly,' follow.-citixene, you will
all give me credit for realizing at thfc hour, that if a termina¬
tion of my Congressianal -career bed secured me no other
boon than that at" hereafter enjoying a comfortable Fourth ef
July dinner bhe this, in ohl Paaeoil Hall, instead of being
doomed to endure the almact blistering rays of a Washington
sun every alternate year,.l might well congratulate myself on
he result.
Why, sir, *chere should an American desire to be on a

Fourth of Julyibut in faneuil Hall ? Where elae can he
breathe the very natal air of AoMriecn independence ? Where
else can he quench his thirst at the very fountain-head of
American liberty ? Whatever part Maaaachaeetts may have
sustained in the great controversies which have agitated the
country in later yeara.and I am net ready tc admit that it
has been an unwor hy or an inferior one.no one will ven¬
ture to suggest'that she played any thing less than the first
part in <hat great drama wboae opening scenes we are assem¬
bled to commemorate. .-Ofxhow many of tbe,£reai events of
tbe Revelation araa not Massachusetts the stage ? How many
of tbem <were enacted almost within<eye*shot and ear-ahot of
tbe spot on which we stsnd ? The heights which overhang
us on tbe right hand and on tbe left.tbe plains which lie be¬
hind thesE.the harbor at our feet.the Hall in which we sre

assembled*.Slate street.tbe Old State Hoaso the Old
South.where else was engendered that noble spirit, that
fearless purpose, that unconquerable resolve, af wbick the
Declaration of Independence was, after all, only the mere
formal aodtosremonious proclamation ? We sometimes talk
playfully about tbe walla having ears. Oh, sir, if these vails
could hare bad eats three quarters of a century ago, and if
they c 'uld 6ad a tongue now, what a tale would they not un¬
fold of the tace riae and progreoe of American literiy ! [Great
applause.]

Let me not seem to<disparage the particular act which we
meet to celebcete, or te be dispoeed to deck these hallowed
columns with J<urels stripped from other theatres. There
are enough for all. The Declaration itaelf was a bold and
nohle act. Honor to the pen which draughted it ! Honor to
the tongue which advocated it! Honor to the bands which
signed it! Honar to tbe brave hearts and gallant armc which
maintained and syndicated it ! Honor to the five Massachu¬
setts Delegitef. in the.Congress of that day, who were second
to none in that illustrious body for ability, eloquence, and
patrioti-n.Hancock, under whose sole signature it was

originally published, tbe two Adamses, Elbridge Gerry, and
Robert Twat Paine. Hanor to them all !

Indeed, tbe mote one reflects on the real character of that
act the more'fait" af noble coaiage it appeara. Remember,
air, that there was neidivided responsibility in that Congress
There were no ^heehs and balascas in our confeJerated sys¬
tem. There Was no concurrent vote of a second branch ;
there was no Exaentise signature, no Executive veto to fall
back upon. Ptfty-sia Delegates, chosen, as you yourself have
just suggested, long befsae there was any distinct contempla¬
tion of such i edktrse, sitting in a single chamber with cloeed
doors, in the capital of a colony by no mesns the moat ripe
for such a movement, are found, doing what * Taking the
tremendous lesponsibtlity-of .adopting a resolution and pro¬
mulgating an imtrnment which may sot only subject their
own property to confiscation, and their own necks to the hal¬
ter, but which must invoke their constituents and their couotry
in a war forexistence and ofincalculable dura'ion with the most
powerful nation on the faceof the earth. There was no example
for such a dead. There was no precedent on file for such a de¬
claration. And who will Ssythat, to put one's name to such
an instrument, under such pircumatances, in the clear, bild,
unmistakable character of John Hanc. ck, was an exhibition
of a courage less heroic then that which bas rendered maay a
name immortal on the field of Jbattlc ^ [Applause.]8 ill, sir, the way had been opened for auch a proceeding ;the popular heart had basq prepared for it. Aa was well said
l»y Jo*in Adams at the tfcne, " the question was not whether
by a Declaration of Independence we should make ourse'ves
what we are not, but whether we ahould declare a fa« t which
a ready exista." And how did that fact exist ? How bad
it been brought sbout ? Byt what events but those whichhsd occurred it Concord and Leiington, at Bunker Hill andin Faneuil Hall ? By wbgt men but by our own Otis, and
Quincy, and Hancock, and Hawley, and Bowdoin, and Sa¬
muel Adams, and John A^^ma, and Paul Revere, andPrercott, and W arreci, and all that glorious company ofMassachusetta patriot*, whose names will live forevrr.V ou ba»e all taken notice, 1 doubt not, fellow-citizens, ofthe beautiful experiment which has been in operation at Bun¬ker Hill for some weeks pist(lfuT mskiog ws'ble the revolu¬tion of tbe eirth, by a pendulum suspended from the apej of
the monument. It has furnished a convincing proof of the
correctnesa of thoee great physical laws of tbe universe
which philosophy bad long ago unfolded to us. but I could
not help reflecting, as I witnessed it the other day, that Bun¬ker Hill hsd done something more than merely furnish a con¬
venient plaqp for exhibiting the viable and tangible evidenc*of tbe world's morion. Sir, it has Uttlf made the world
m<n>e ! [ li»is sentiment was received wuh great spplauae. ]And if, by some mechanical arrangement of pendulums or
clock-work, it were possible to merit the course of tl,e moral
and political chsnges of mankind, and to trsce them t>ack to
their oricinal impulse.where, where would it be, but to
Bunker Hill or Fanen l Hall, that we shou'd betake ourselves
.snd not to any place nearer either to the North Pole or to
the Equator.to witness tbe most exact and perfect i)iu«tra-
itfn of the world's progress, and to And the vtry primummot/He of those great revo'utiona, American and European,
by which human liberty, during the present century, has
l>een so vastly sdvsnced and mended '

I am disposed, Mr. Mayor, to indulge in too much of
local complacency, or of sectional pride, on such an occa¬
sion as this. Wi have come together, n> t as B> roniana or
s« New Eoglanders, but as Americans. We have sssemblcd
to relebrate the birth day of our country, and I would em¬
brace in all tbe good wishes, snd pleasant remembrances, and
proud anticipations which belong to tbe hour, that whole
country, in all its length and breadth, from the Atlantic to

the Pacific, toMb the St. Liwttbce to tie GuU oi Mexico.
1 would aasociate with ell U>e homage which we rentier o

the memory of the m«olut.oaary patnota end heroes of o»r
own Stele, the HemUtooe end Jay* U* Morr,'eV,^J^I in*, the Leureoeee end Marions, the Heorysand>
and, shove ell, the uuapproached and unap^ft^cbable A.Jhotok, of other State* [Appleuee.) 1 would think of
our country, to-day and alwaye, as one in the f^iw of the
put one in thegrandeur of the preeent, and one ubdmded and
indivisible in the dwiliniee of the future.
Bui et a moment when there aeeme to be e wtlUngneee in
some quarters to disparage our ancient Commonwealth, andalmoe? to rule her out from the catalogue of patriot State*I
have not been unwilling to revive some. r«ollec^'local history, and of the part of which .he ha. played in

b.lp feeling thi if-.
.eace. the very .tones would cry out. Sir, in all that relatesTo liberty and union, Ma-echusetts, I amper.ua^ i6 to-d8y
iust what .he was Mventy-five years ago. [Vociferous ap
plause.l There is no variableness or shadow of turning in

her devotion to the great principles of her revolutionary fa-KTIiU*. r' " 1 found wantmg to
anv icst obligation to her eister States. [Cheers ]U MavTthe act of the 4th of July, 1776, wa. an act
of£.!£' I. «"«.f »f «n»MSXruwZsiattnce to an oppremive and tyrenni<*l I
a solemn and stern appeal from the decrees of a forwgn d«-

rifb. of wlf-prworv.uon «d «*.
government which the Declaration so nobly Pr0.^at"-Thanks to the courage of our fathers, the appeal wm»«-
oossfu!, and the yoke of colonial bondage was forever thro

<ffBut another and more difficult task was still to be
ed by them, without wbkb all the^prevjou. tods tnjhwould have been wome than wt9U'

,tborthrow, separation, independency
of building up a system of government for 5herm#eh'" "

ed-a system which should render £9*Jof Znecessary, by ertabUshing law wdorfcr on the fcasU of *
popular will constitutionally expressed.

, /j ^Was nerformed. The constitution wan framed, adopted, au«

organked, and we and our fathers have lived under it for a

"teT^c^we^'roached a marked epoch in

i. jmm three quarters of s century since ou.aSu,»A But. if I mistake not, something of a mysterioust£EL» iZ bJrSechedUe precise age wluch our
coiMtitatioo b»» now reocbod. A n»n in «

l^C-o^r^wl i» erani cli-

""AnTthough^lff-rences of opinion "

to the exact amount of danger in which
contro-¦volved. and as to the precise manner in which our contro

-versies have been adjusted, nobody wiU d<«y
stances have occurred to mark the period .trough which we
are rassine ae a more than commonly critical period in oarpolitSeaTexistence. But, thanks lo ^[AtmijhW Being who
shapes our ends and controls our destinies,

,rr^n, ow oo. pothm, ... *«{>bow » cte.rtj .i.ible opon tb. clood* .nd lb. Ay nbowt u.

is beginning io be once more radiant with the healing beam
(if ft restored national concord !
Let us not indulge otrselve*. however, in any hopes or in

«ny fears, founded onlyon a super.tit.ous jadttoon. Homb
life may have its mysterious periods of safety and of dang ,

and they may be altogether beyond our control. ^ e know
that it has one period which no prudence can avert and no

foresight postpone. We "cannot stay mortah? Vi ulftband." The beloved Chief Magistrate who, this dsy lwt
year was engaged in adding another stone to the monument
of hi. illustrious exemplar, was himself the subject of a
monument before the expiration of a single week. And
the patriotic hand, and eloquent voices which arei as¬

sisting this day in laying the corner-stone of a W
may have beceme motionless and mute before that "tructore
shall have reached iu completion. One after another, we
must all meet " the inexorable hour." But not so with oor
country. There is no natural term to the life of a na<.n-
It is for the people te say, as they rise up, generation after
generation, to the e.joyment of the constitutions "hKhthar
<fcther'< have founded, whether, by God s blessing, they will
¦transmit them unimpaired to their children.

It is^for u. to say, whether we will be true to those great
¦elements of Free Government; to those noble principles of Li¬
berty and of Law, and to that blessed compact of L nion *kich
our fathers have enshrined in the Constitution of the Ij mtcd
.States. [Cheers.]

If we sre but faithful to that great bond and bulwark of our
Union, the Constitution, critical periods may come and
«o.there may be grand climacterics and petty crises.stars
may riro and seethe great and the good may fall on our
right band and our left.but the country, the country, will
-survive ihem all.will survive us all.and will stand before
the world an imperishable monument of the patriotism of me
¦eons, as Well as of the wisdom and virtue of their .ires.

Let me conclude, then, by offering, a. an expression of
my best wishes for my country, on its seventy-fifth birthday,
the following sentiment:

".Permanent Peace with other countries; fixed boundaries
¦.for our own country; perpetuity to the Union of the State.;
«and « faithful fulfilment of the Constitutional Compact by
* all who are parties to it."

In Stamford, Connecticut, on the nightofthe Fourth, some
persons loaded an old twelve-pounder cannon lo the muzale
and fired :t ofTwith a alow ma'ch. It burst, and one p»ce
of the metal, weighing thirty pounds, was thrown five hundred
yards, through the roof of a house and the side of a w.ter-
tank, -flooding the house with water; another . junk, of
nearly one hundred pounds weight, was thrown two hundred
and fifty yards, and through the roof of a bed-room floor of
another house, narrowly missing a man m bed. Mr. K.
Gage wa. sitting within six feet of the gun at the time of the
explosion, and, strange to say, in the mid.t of the storm of
iron be was untouched.

Taocr are said to be very plenty in the neighborhood of
Bombay Hook. The Wilmington papers note the fact that
Mr. Jacob Hill, a fiaherman of that city, recently at one
haul tosk three thousand pounds of trout. At another
haul he took something over that. 8everal of the trout were
of tremendous sixe ; some of them were nine and a half to
eleven pounds weight, the rest averaging from three to five
pounds.

Dcatb. bt Htdbopho«ia..Two deaths by hydrophobiaoccurred at New York during the past week. One of the
victims was a boy nsmed John Slater, who died in great
agony very shortly after being bitten. The other wa. a little
boy, only three years of age, a eon of Mr. Weeks. He
received the bite which caused bi. death about four weeks ago.
Pbotidkstial Di.paasATion..On Tuesday laat we wit¬

nessed in this place a scene the most heartrending and melan¬
choly. About 4 o'clock id the evening a light cloud, hea»ilycharged with electricity, wa. passing over thi. city, from whichthere fell but little rain. At the ume time a wood-boat, be¬
longing to Mr. Andrew J. Trimble, who resided near this
place, had broken from ita fastening*, and waa floating down
the river. Mr. T., discovering it, jumped aboard a .kiff lying
at the wharf for the purpose of overtaking it. He requestedMr. Free to go with him in order to assist in bringing back
the boat. They had proceeded but a few rods from the shore
when Mr. Trimble was struck by lightning on the left side of
his bead, the fluid paaaing down his body, and shivering the
seat on which he sat. The hair was burnt from his head,
and the skin broken on bis breast. The flaid finally passed
out of the skiff, penetrating the solid plank on the side.
*

Mr. Trimble was instantly lulled, and fell back lifeless, with
his head and shoulders in ihe water. Mr. Free, who sat near
him, waa prostrated by the concussion, and remained appa¬
rently inanimate for a long time.

Louisiana (3fo.) Banner.

The phenomenon of rain without clouds, which the
Philadelphia Noitb American notices as having °o«irr'd in

tbstcity on Wednetdsy of last week, was not.ced at Nor-
riftown by the editor of theF.ee Pres^, who say.: "Pre-
cisely the same phenomenon waa observed st th.s pUee about
a quarter p.at 10 o'clock on the ssme evening. On the north
and northwest horix.-n dsrk cloud, were resting, f.om which
lightning issued at repeat®! intervals. Thero cloud, did no
rise from the horiion more than thirty degrees. Over head
it was perfectly clear, and the star* shone forth with remsrka-
ble brightness. In this state of the heaven*, the rain com¬
menced falling quite amartly, increaaing in volume as it fell,
and laating some four or five minute*.

Aiueator Stobt..The following letter. My. the J.ck-
aonville (FIs.) News, from "old Moms, a free nrgroresid-
ing on Lake Monroe, to bis sister reeid.ng in Jacksonville, we
give verbatim from the original in our possession. This is
the first well-suthenlicvtad instance we have eve. met of^aalligator attacking a grown man on tbia rivetf» andI if it bad
not b. en for that .'l.ttle batch*t," poor " Mom wouldno
have |,wd to tell tbe tale. Long may be survive to split
op*n" more heads of the same sort!

IMellojvillk Fla M«y 14 1*51.
I)ear sister 1 mutt thi. day uke my Pen in hand to adorn.I you of my misfortune. Last mooday was a weak ag

. ^me to Lake Jetnup And vai out io the water and a Ttr7 fKfUrmtor caught n* by the Leaf and woned roe very Had
in ilwd I am at ihe Lake yet 1 had Liked to bleed to deth i
was don a bought 10 ocloek in the day on roonoay an«J it was
not stoped untell next day, and if it bad not bin for a little
hatchet was in the Boat hr would ofkilled me bat the nrst think
that got liold of was that little hatchet and I split his head oponWith it. .,Deer sister 1 mutt com a close I was well before this aetee-
dent.

I am your afTestiooate Brother
ToJuda MOSES FABER.

SIRIUS.THE DOG 8fAR.
Messrs. Editors : I have seen for * day or iw^

past, travelling round in the newspapers, a para¬
graph respecting the M Eccentric Movement jj tht
Fixed Stars," among which are included t^e fixed
star " Sirius," or the 44 Uog Star." T'ne follow¬
ing is the paragraph to which I allude ;

«? Eccsrtric Motmmt of trr Fix^d Star*..At a
meeting of the Berlin Academy of Sciences, held on May31 at, the venerable Alexander Von Humboldt made an inte¬
resting communication upon tome observations of aingular
movements of fixed stare. It seema tUat at Trieate, January
17, 1851, between aeven and eight o'clock P. M., before the
rising of the mooo, when the star feiriua waa not far from the
horiton, it waa seen to perform a remarkable aerie* of eccen¬
tric movements. It roae and ai&nk, moved left and right, and
sometime* seemed to move ir. a curved line. The observers
were Mr. Keune, a student in the upper claaa of the <ymna-
sium, and Mr. Thugutt, a saddler, both certified to be reli¬
able peraons. The family of the latter also beheld the phe¬
nomenon. Mr. Keune, with his head leaned immoveably
against a wall, saw Sirius rise in a right line above the roof
of a neighboring house, and immediately again sink out of
sight behind it) end then again appear. Its motions were so
considerable rtiet for some time the beholders thought it waa
a lattern suspended by a kite. It also varied in brilliancy,
growing alternately brighter and fainter, and now and then
being for moments quite invisible, though the sky wss perfectly
clear. As far as it is known, this phenomenon has been re-,
marked but twice before.once in 1799, from the Peak of
Tenerffe, by Von Humboldt himself, and again, nearly fifty
years later, by a well-informed and very careful observer,
Prince Adalbert, of Prussia."
Now, this subject comes before the world with

the high sanction of that prince of philosophers,
Humboldt, or so purports to come. But, from the
incongruity of the statement made of the percepti¬
ble movement of Sirius with the facts which as¬

tronomy teaches of that star, I must believe that an
error has been fallen into, and that Humboldt never
could have made a statement of the above nature.
The star Sirius is supposed to be one of the

nearest fixed stars to our aygtem. It is, according
to the best computation, not less than thirty-twobillions (32,000,000,000) of miles from us, a dis¬
tance so inconceivable that no mind can comprehend
it. So great is the space traversed by the light of
that star thai a cannon ball would not be l^ss than
seven millions of years in reaching if, from our

globe. If, then, this distance be so great, which
none doubt, how improbable is the statement that
whatever movement that star might havt we could
perceive it from the earth. Why, for q phenome¬
non of that sort to be at all observable on this pla¬
net, the star Sirius would require to Oscillate- in
one instant a distance greater than the entire cir-
cumference of the orbit of the planet Herschel, some
480,000,000 of miles. The impossibility of a
movement of an orb like that of Sirius, which Is
doubtless the centre of a system of planets like
ours, is so palpable that none, it would seem, could
believe it who would give the subject a moment's
thought.

Beside the mere fact of a body like that of the
star Sirius passing with such inconceivable velo¬
city through space ns to make its motion visible
to us, what would be the effect upon the planets
revolving about it ? We may imagine, by suppos¬
ing our sun to strike off in a tangent for several
millions of miles. Confusion and destruction must
inevitably follow to its whole bright train.

Further; our distance from the sun is about
95,000,000 of miles. The earth traverses nearly
3,600,000 of miles of its orbit every twenty-four
hours; and yet, with this velocity, and our compa¬
ratively near proximity to the stn, we cannot dis¬
tinguish, by the nicest observation with the naked
eye, the daily motion of the earth in its orbit.
Now, I am wiHing to admit one thing: that,

from some peculiarity of the atnosphere, the ap¬
pearances alluded to in the above paragraph mayhave been witnessed. But I am certain, from the
facts I have already adduced, and others which I
might adduce, that it is clearly improbable that so
sublime an eccentric motion of Sirius could either,
in the first place, occur, or, if it did or could oc¬
cur, in the second place, that its immense distance
from us would preclude Us from witnessing it,
either by the naked eye or the best instruments yetinvented.
Wabhirctojr, Jcjlt 13, 1851. COPERNICU8.

"THREE MILLION BALE8 OF COTTON."
Messrs. Editors : A manufacturer in the West has stated

in a Weatern paper that he expected our crop of cotton would
.this year be the above enormous quantity. Now, for the
information of the numerous readers of your widely-diffused
truth-telling paper, allow yourselves to aasure those interested
in our staple to know .' the fact," that, however many mil¬
lions we may plant, still that, owing to the specified known
number of oor slaves, (pickers of the crop,) we cannot, for
want of the hands, exceed a crop of 2,400,000 bales. One
or two years, when the cotton appeared to come to the sea¬
ports in a larger quantity, it was owiag to the atale parcels of
the year before coming down and being added to auch crops,
because of the prices of preceding years being to low as
not to pay for putting it up and forwarding to market. Last
year and this year, the pricea being at last remunerative,
every bale was tent that possibly could be picked. Conre-
quently, tbia year, the quantity that can come for ssle is
{should no damage attack the crop) 500,000 or 600,000
bales less than our friend in the West desires it. It is to be
regretted that our European customers are often led away by
the stories in these country papers, and refuse to buy in Eu¬
rope unless at a desd loss to the grower. By and by the truth
comes out, and the European and American mill-owner has
to come into market and pay fifty to one hundred per cent,
more to speculators, or else stop bis works and bia workmen.

A COTTON PLANTER, (of Georgia.)
Lkicor 8eucres ik Maiw«..The authorities in the

different cities and towns in Maine are carrying out the provi¬
sions of the liquor law recently put in force in that State with
great alacrity. Last week the premises of T. Wall 6c Co.,
in Bangor, were visited by the Marshal of that city, and thir¬
ty-seven barrels of liquor were found ready for shipment to
Boston. The Marshal took them in charge, and would fa¬
cilitate their departure. Five barrels, half-barrels, jugs, <Stc.
condemned by the Police Court of the same plsce, were alto
destroyed. At Portland, on Friday, Charles W. Cbilds waa
examined, charged with selling two quarte of brandy, and
was fined ten dollara and costs. On Saturday he waa brought
up on a second complaint, and pleaded nol. con-, and waa
fined twenty dollars and costs. Further prosecution waa stay¬ed on condition that he would aell no more.

La at MicmoAjr Fisheries..Very few, we believe, are
aware of the extent to which fishing is carried on along the
shores of Green Bay, and the numerous islands near it, and
stretching across Lake Michigan a* far as Msckinao. The
inciease of this business for the past two or three years in¬
dicates that ere long it will become a very p-ominent fea¬
ture in the trade of this country, as the Cape Cod and other
fisheries hsve on the New England coaat. The principalfishing pointa on and near the route from Green Bay to
Mackinac are at Grand Traverse, Fish Creek, WaehiogtonHarbor, Rock Ialand, and the Fox and Beaver Ielsnds.
There are numerous other fi«hing grounds of leeaer note; in
fact, the thoree every where which present the proper facili¬
ties are lined with fishing apparatus. The statistics of the
trade for the present yesr will probsbly «how figures already
exceeding thoee of the whole of any previous year.

[ Advocate.
Chicrers BT Express..W« were shown, at the officeof the Messrs. Adams 4 Co.'s Express, of this city, onyeeterdsy, four beautiful specimens of the Cochin (China)chickens, intended aa a present from Mr. G. P. Burrrax, iof Boetoo, Massachusetts, to the Hon. Herht Cla*, of |Kentucky. Tbese beautiful b'tds were apparently about ons

year old, and remarkably large, the male measuring from 30
to J2 inches in height, and about 16 pounds weight i thebene (three in number) Ins of coorse, bat fully a* large asthe oommon rised turkey hens-all in fine health. We do i
¦®* know wbet to expect next by express t but the egeot of |Adams * Go. hers says he will bring the Emperor of UbiMhimself, ifany body will ahip him, in good order, well oonS-tioned, and right side up..Louisville Democrat. 1

TO THE EDITORS.

8UB61DENCE OF OCEAN8, 8EAS, LaRES> Ac-

Sirs : In the Intelligencer of June tilt I,ee an
article written b/ W. D. Porter, in whi»A he at¬
tempts to account for the above pheno<,en0,ithe supposition'that shell-fish and cor** insect* ah"
stract from the water of the sea salt.-soda, anytime,
from which they manufacture their shells, the coral
reefs, aad the foundations of islands i *11 which >. doubtless
trua. But all thia will not, ao far aa my reasoning powers
enable me to determine, account for the subsiding of the
water, nor indeed diminiah the quantity of it, unleaa Mr. ?.
can ahow that the aggregate volume of the ahella and cwal
rocka occupy lew apace in the vaet baain of the ocean. ttan
their ingredients did before they were tranamuted; for we
know that the gteater quantity of theae ahella and rocki re¬

main in the water, and whatever quantity of water m<y
conaumed by the living beinga inhabiting it will be mad» up,
in my eatimation, by the hydrogen ariaing from vegaables
decaying in it, and uniting with the oxygen in theatmo-
aphere. It will alao be remembered that all the riversof the
earth conetantly carry vs»t quantitiea of aolid matter fpm the
land into the lake*, seas, «nd oceans, tending to fill ip their
bssins. Mr. P. justly ssys, if one thouaand pounds rf water
were taken from the aea, and ahell-fiah and insect set to
work in it, the remaining water, aftar they bad fowed their
shells and rocks, would both weigh leaa and occupyH spsee
than the quantity before they were eet to work ? bi» this fact
affords him no argument, unless he auppoeee the ihells and
rocka to be taken out after they hate been formed for, if all
be left together, there will be no diminution of weight or

volume, ao far aa we know.
Notwithstanding the aubaidence of the watere in all large

baaina, I have no idea that the actual quantity appertaining to
our planet ia undergoing a diminution, any more tlan. that the
quantity of air belonging to atmospheric ocean ia .Jecreaaing.
The great omniscient and omnipotent Architect of the Uni¬
verse made no such bungtl»e wo,k .* »*»¦». H» b. mn#t

amply provided the natural meana of reproducing every
thing that ia, aa it were, consumed, or enters into combina¬
tion with other things. For inatance, though oxygen entera
into combination with nitrogen to form atmospheric air.

with nearly all the metal, forming their .everel oxtdee-and
ia united by electricity in the ocean of air to form water, Ac.,
yet oxygen is aupplied by the natural proceaa of vegeUtion in

auch inexhauatible quantitie. that the supply has as yet suf¬
fered no diminution, ao far as we know ; and the same ob
aervation may be made with regard to the aggregate quanUty
of hydrogen, one of the constituent! of water.

Supposing, as Mr. P. infers, from his own reasoning, that
the ocean were to become " a mere strait, or perhapa a nvu-

let," what would be the conaequence ? It ia well known
that the principal part of the water that fall, from the atmo-

sphere in the forma of rain, hail, snow, and dew, is evapor-
ated from the aurface of large bodie. of water, while much
le*s, especially of the latter, falls there than on dryland.
Now, auppoae the aggregate .urface of water on the earth
were to dwindle into insignificance, compared with what it

now ia, and the quantity of moi.ture precipitated from the
atmosphere would become in.ignificant in the same propor¬
tion ; vegetation would of course cease, and animal life be¬
come extinct for want of .u.tenance.
But the queation, what is the cauae of the .ubsiding of the

watera in all great basins f return.. I have been informed by
the oldeat aettlera near Chicago that Lake Michigan has sub-
sided very considerably within thirty or forty year.. In an-

.wering this queation I am admonished, by the length of this
article, to state my hypothesis, and submit a few remarks
only, without entering into any argument in ita support at

preaent. I am also aware that my theory differ, from the
hypothesi. of all geological writera, at leaat from thoae whow
writing. I have read, but think it amply supported by exist-1

""ItSupposed by Lyell and other, that all conaiderable ele¬
vations on the earth', aurface have been caused by upheavinga
from beneath. Now, if the Ande., Allegbanie., Appeninea,
Ac. were heaved up from beneath, there mu.t be vacant

apacea underneath them equal to the dimenaiona of thoae veat
chaina of mountain. , for it to difficult even to imagine how
the vacuities produced by the upheaving, can have been
filled up, and nogeologi.t ba« evei attempted to do so. vV hat,
then, i. it that aupporta thoae mountain. in their present posi¬
tion ? We read of the sinking of low and comparatively level
ground during earthquakes.such aa Plato's Atlantis and the
Lay at Lisbon-but history doe. not record thedis.ppe.r-
ance of a .ingle mountain, ao far a. I know. It amd very
¦mall island, have appeared in the ocean, the remit of volcanic
action, which might have been expected , but where ha. a

mountain, three or eight thousand, or even fifty miles in

length, ever been heaved from the bosom of the deep ? Such
an inatance ia not on record.

It i. admitted by all geologic, that Our planet was once in a

fluid, and then in a liquid aute, and U yet in that condition at

no very great depth below the solid .urface. If this .uppo-
sition, confirmed by indubitable evidence, be true, it will ac¬

count for the spheroidal form of the eanh. But, if thi. rtats
waa the effect of interior heat, it i. evident tb«t the earth adi-
menrions were once much greater than at pre.ent. end are

.till decrearing, -provided its internal heat continue to be ra¬

diated a. formerly, for all bodie. dimin,.h in ..ze in propor¬
tion .. heat leaves them. Now, the rotation of a fluid body
revolving on a fixed axia would give it the .pherojd.1 form.
But then its surface, regulsted by the sttraction of its maee

.nd the centrifugal force of iu paiticle., would be regular,
without any conaiderable projection any where. This smooth-
ness of the earth's surface, if so it once wss, will account for
.II the principal geological appearance, we now witnsas.

1. The primary and oldeet fo-il remain, are the exuvia of
ehell-fi«h, which are found en «ome high, if not the highe.t,
mountains on our globe, and in such qusntiUes as prove they
were formed there when thoae places were covered with water.
TheT were the first and isolated production* becauee the
earth was then not fit to produce snd «u«tam any other..

2. The next remains areof vegetable origin, such aa strata of
stone-coaL the vast accumulations of which, in some particu¬
lar localities, can only be accounted for on the euppoeition
that vegetation wss once much mwe prolific in those region.
where they exist then st present.

3. Next come the foesil remain, of animal., for the au.te-

nance of which the earth doe. not now afford 'u
M the mammoth, the megstherium, theSaurian tnbej, Ac.
whose remaine are generally, if not exclu.ively, found in the

temperate and sooth part of the north frigid tones.

4 The last fossil remsins sre thoas of the human race,
which are by far the least abundant. I know that.the exisu

ence ot theae hes been dtoputed, but I refer the incredulous to

the Edinburgh Phitowphical Journal, vol. 1, p. 438.
Now the deductiona naturally following from the facts si-

ready ststed ».».
, , .

1. That ths earth wss peop'ed with sentient being.,
.uccemve gradationa, a. its surface became s auitable habita¬
tion for them, and afforded auatenance.

2. That there waa a time when mountain, did not exist on
the earth'a aurface ; that the place, now occupied by moun¬

tain. were once covered by a liquid, in which .hell., th.tcan
now only be formed in water, were accumulated in vaat quan¬
titiea, by agotfts which produce them now only in the basin ol

the ocean.
. j.3. That a. the earth rsdisted its hest her volume

minished, and the parte which radiated fasteat atood firm snd
became eminences, snd now constitute the mountains and

pine regiona of our globe. Now, thia radiation ot heet being
atill in progreea, and the earth'a volume decreaaing paripnstu
with it, there ean be no great difficulty in accounting for the
aubaiding of the bottom of large .heet. of water, where t at

bottom ia not compoeed of material, th.t would form a .elf-
auataining arch, and where heat ia radiated with ihe greateat
facility, nor for the coneequent aubaiding of the aurface, causing
the ocean snd Iskse to retire from their now eilating .horn.

4. That, when the earth became a fit habitation for «en-

tient beinga, it produced animals of gigantic me, aa well as

other species of inconceivable miuutenssa, euch as were a fpw

yeare since found in s fossil state nesr Petereburg, (I think
that to the place,) In Virginia, for the support of si! which it
if now ftdtptod*

6. Thst the human race to the lest link In the chain of
God's huundtess etpatien, ao far j and may psshaps be des¬
tined. in the revolution of counrteee coming ages, to dtoap-
pear the foes of the earth, with all the Wntient brfnga
bow existing on it, to be replaced by yet »ere beeutifulsnd

I won perfect for who* ii may become a suitable habi.
t.iioo, aai this is mere speculation, bund upon the grado,
chart" which in known to be in progrece in oar plan*, itu

In (act, all God', works are progreeeive, and .ary
and thing U adapted to the epbere it occupies, with a njr^t-' of perfection that would, one should think, confound the mart
insensate atheist.

6. If my theory of the earth, as adTao«ed above, be '°®»
it will be remembered that the causes 'have assign*'10 fit¬
ting it gradually for the babitatiop of man, and 'rich an

still in operation, are the same tr th® operation which La
Place attributes the formation c/ao'ar *y*tem«.
As Mr. PokTtn has set n* name to bis article, it may

perhaps be proper to inner."1® {0 this.
Very respec>«Uj» J00.. *«.

H. R. SCHETTERLY.
Howill, Michio-*i Jolt 4, 1851.

, THE CEN3U8 IN THE UNITED 8TATE8.

rsox TH> LONDOK TIMES.

The preKminsry returns of the ceosus of Great Britain and
that of the United States of Ameiica appearing simultaneoualy
in this country, naturally lead to a comparison of the differ¬
ent methods in which the work of the census is conducted in
these two important portions ofthe Old World and the New.
Tbe general results which bave just seen the light clearly in¬
dicate that there must have been a very considerable diversity
in the apparatus employed in the two countries^ and it may
be productive of some advantage to have public attentionjust
now directed to the manner in which "they manage things"
on tbe other side oi the Atlantic. The schedules employed
by the enumerators in the census of Great Britain, and the ar¬

rangement* so effectually carried out by these officers, having
been already detailed, it is necessary, for the comparison pro¬
posed, only to present a view of the means employed by tbe
United 8tates Government, «nd which, it will be seen, fur*
rush many topics of great interest, open of course to much
discussion, but suggestive of severs! ideas which must engage
the attention of the public and the Government before the
work of the census is assin performed.
The management of the United 8tates census was entrust¬

ed to Mr. Kennedy, of Washington, a gentleman who has
devoted to tbe undertaking an amount of intelligence and en-
thuaiasm which have done him the greatest honor, by associ¬
ating bis nsme with one of the most remarkable productions
of human skill and perseverance.
The Constitution of the Uni'ed States requires a mere

enumeration of the inhabiunta every ten years; the objeot
of this simple form of census being to furnish a basis for an
equal representation in the Congress, and, should a neces¬

sity for it ariae, for the apportionment of taxes for the sup¬
port of the General Government. The necessity for a care¬
ful exoneration of the slave as well as of the free population
arises from the law by which the slsveholding States sre cre¬
dited in the representation to the extent of three-fifths of their
slaves in iddition to the numbers of their free population.
Thus, while the free man counts for one vote, five slaves count
for three men, and their numbers become important elements
in every election.
The first census of the United 8tatee was taken in 1790,

and divided the population into five classes, as follows :

1. Free white msles under 16 years of age.
2. White msles of 16 years of age and above.
3. Free white females Of all ages.
4. Slaves of all ages and both sexes.
5. Free persons of color.
In this first census it will be observed that the Congr_

made some sddition to the simple requirement of the Consti¬
tution by introducing five tsbles where one would have satis¬
fied tbe strict requirement of the original law.

In the census of 1800 the Congress directed the enumera¬
tion to be made on a different basis, dividing tbe free while
population into five classes, and separating the sexes:

1. Those under 10. 2. From 10 to 16. 3. From 16 to
26. 4. From 26 to 45. 5. From 45 upwards. Tbe num¬
ber of slaves was taken in gross.
The census of 1810 preserved the same classification, and

for the firat time introduced an arrangement to obtain some in¬
formation concerning manufactures and agricultural products.

In tbe next decade, 1820, a column was added to include
the number of the free white male population between tbe
agee of 16 and 18. Io this census a distinction was intro-
duced between the age and sex of slaves snd free persons of
color, who were classified into those under 14, from 14 to 26,
from 26 to 45, and from 45 upwards. This classification of
the whites was made with a view to ascertain the military
capabilities of the populetion ; while the new classification of
the slaves was msde with reference to their value, which, as
. general rule, was supposed to vary according to tbe division
of ages, modified, of course, by climste and other eircum-
stsnces. This census included also the number of persons
engaged in agriculture, commerce, and manufactures.

In tbe fifth census, that of 1830, the white population of
each sex was classified in thirteen divinions.those under
5, 10, 15, 20, snd then onward by steps of ten years to 100
and upwards. The colored population was at the ssme time
divided into six claases. In this census was included the num¬
ber of white and colored mules, without respect to sex, and
also the number of blind, both white and colored.

In tbe sixth census, 1840, different claasifications were in¬
troduced in reference to the white snd colored populations as
to ages, and extensive inquiries were instituted with refer¬
ence to agriculture, manufactures, commerce, and education.
By these lucceasive stages, which it has been considered

important to mark, tbe census operations bsve been gradually
pushing on towards the Roman type, until the United 8tatea
boast of a Conspectus which includes all that is essential to a
perfect and thorough understanding of the numbers, occupa¬
tions, and wealth of their population, as well as their intellec¬
tual, social, moral, and sanitary state.

In 1849 tbe Congress pasaed a law which assigned tbe
census operations to a board, consisting of the Secretary of
8tate, the Attorney General, the Postmaster General, and the
Secretary, Mr. Kennedy, who indeed appears to have been
the originator and principal executant of the whole work.
The comprehensive schedules issued by this board provide

for a vast amount of information in all the matters to which
they relate, and include a number of returns which in this
country itwould be deemed inquisitorial to call for, but which
the citizens of the Federal Government, it is said, have, with
scarcely an exception, afforded with tbe utmost readiness.

Five schedules were issued for sll the free States, and a
sixth for those in which there are slaves.
The first of these schedules rslates to the free white and

colored population, and, referring only to population, is ar¬

ranged very much like that issued by tbe Registrar-General of
this country. It is constructed with a view to obtain in tbe
simplest form a number of facts, showing the present condi¬
tion of the people, and to exhibit them in various relations.
Tbe object has been to procure the exact age of each person,
male and female, White and black, bond and free, and to ee-
cure the results in such a form as would admit of an easy
comparison with every former census. The first column
gives tbe number of dwelling-houses in the order of visitation,
and the second gives tbe number of families, tbe comparison
of both of course showing tbe proportion of families to houses.
Then follow columns for the name, age, aex, and color of
each person, distinguishing the white, black, and mulatto
races, the object being to sfford tbe means of judging of the
influence of the admixture of races on the physical condition
of tbe mulatto. Next is a column, the seventh, giving tbe
proftosion, occupation, or trade of eaeh person. The
eighth column gives the value of the real estate owned,
whether in tbe county in which the person resides or else¬
where. Tbe ninth column gives the plsce of birth, so as to
show to whst extent one Stale baa contributed to the popula
tion of another, and also tbe number of foreigners and tbe
different countries whence tbey have gone. The tenth co-!
lumn gives the number of married within tbe year, the elev¬
enth the number attending school, the twelfth the number of
adults unable to read and write, and the thirteenth the num¬
ber of deaf, dumb, blind, insane, idiotic, paupers, and con¬
victs. By this arrangement the oeneue returns fiirnish the
meaneof observing the relstion of crime, ignorance, snd phy*
deal infirmity to a great variety of condition by which they
may be influenced.

In tbe absence of a registration of births, deaths, snd mar¬
riages, there is obviously a greater neoeesity for soms of tbe
particulars enumerated than would be found in this country,
and it is anticipated that tbe different 8tatee will before very
long follow the example of Pennsylvsnis, in which 8iate a
law has recently been enscted by which euch registration has
been eetabliebed.
Tbe eecond schedule relates to tbe slsve populstion, and

givss tbe ages of all slsvee, with their ssxee snd color, speci¬
fying also the number who have fled from their owners, the
number manumitted, and the number of deaf, dumb, blind,
insane, and idiotic. It was not considered necessary to in¬
clude in this schedule inquiriee relsting to other facta rrqair-
ed of the free population, inasmuch ss the profession, occu¬

pation, and trade of a slave depend on tbe master, and vary
with circumstancee. He can own no " real eetete," his plsce
of birth cannot be returned with certainty, and his removal
from 8tate to State is a matter of frequent occurrence; mas¬
ters, in many instances, are not able to Say where their slavea
are bom, and if tbe fact could be arrived at, it ie not consid¬
ered a matter of much practical utility. Aa to their " mar¬
riages," the Isws relating to them recognise none ; but few
an ** edacatsd snd as tbe Government of tbe United Slates
hae no right to interfere in any way with tbe moral, social,
or political eondMon of this elsss, and no right to legiekte
respecting it, except to establish the ratio of repsessotatfon
and the apportionment of taxes, it was determined to bmitthe
Inquiries in the manner specified, and not to load the canons
wtth farther particulars which could not inoease fee value end
mightdamage its popularity.
The third schedule relates to the statistics of mortality end

pteaenU for the first time the number of persona who have

died in the ^ n"Bet' *«.¦» 6ok»r. etate of free¬
dom or

ot BuriiH« <* widowhood, place of birth,
month ? profeeuon, occupation or trade, diaeaae, and
jjumJ-* of II WM "ntioipeted that theae inquiries
m(~d not be answered with a sufficient degree of accuracy,
p the reaalt baa proved quite otherwtae. The atatiatica of
mortality we aaid to be nearly perfect, except in mm of the
citiee, where the population fluctuatea. The combination of
facta in thia achedule exhibit the influence of climate on health
and longevity, and will asaiat the immigrant in the aelection
of a healthy place in which to pitch hia tent. In connexion
with theee facta an eccouot ia obtained of (he character of the
rocks, minerala, marahea, rivera, timber, water, and other
featurea in the natural hiatory of each part of the country, the
uaea of which are too obvioua to render it neceaaary that wo
ahould indicate them.
Tha fourth achedule relatea to agricultnre, and includee the

number of acrea of land, cultivated or wild, their value, to¬
gether with the value of the farming implement* and agri¬cultural machinery, the kinda, quantity, and value of the
live alock, and enumerate* thirty varietiea of agricultural pro*ductiona, of which each farmer waa expected to render an
account, and haa rendered accordingly with perfect good will.
The fifth schedule relates to minufsctuies. It consists of

14 columna, in which an contained mettera applicable ta
every branch of manufactore, not only '* from a needle to 10
anchor," but u from a pin to a man-of-war." In the een-
aus of 1840 the tables for manufecturee occupied about 2001
columna, and were arranged, aa auch table* are generally, by.placing at th« head of the columna each branch of industryand the name of each kind of manufacture. Thia arrange¬
ment waa found frequently not to aeenre the information re¬
quired, while it loaded tha enumerator* with a cumbroua
aupply of forma, in which a whole achedule would contain
but a aingle item of information. By the lata arrangementtha fltst column require* the name of the manufacturer ; tha
second, the name of the article produced» the third, tha
capital inveeted ; the fourth, fifth, and sixth, the quantity*
kind, and value of each article uaed in the process of manu¬
facture; aeventb, the kind of "motive power, machinery*
structure, or other reaource," theae term* embracing waterr
¦team, horae, and wind, and applicable to ahipa, mines, or
manual labor. Columna eight arid nine contain the number
of male and female operativee employed, ten and eleven give
the wage* paid in each branch of industry, and twelve, thir¬
teen, and fourteen give the quantity, kind, and value of each
article produced.
The aixth achedule ia framed for tha purpose ef abewinp

tha value of property, the extent of taxation, and alao of
literary, educational, and religioua eatabliehmenis, of panper-iam, crime, and wagea throughout the Union. The return*
ahow the total amount of every kind of tax paid in the va-
rioua townahip*. They give the kind of each educational es¬
tablishment, which may be a college, an academy, a com¬
mon achool, a female school, or a theological institution, giv¬
ing tha number of teachera and pupils, the extent of endow¬
ment, and the amount raited for ita aupport by taxation, aa
well aa from the pupila or other aourcee. This public libra-
riee return their number, kind, and number of volumes. It
appeara that in the 8tate of New York tha number of echoola
ia 7,000, free or lupported by the State, and that the num¬
ber of volume* in the librariee ia 1,140,000. Under tha<
head of "newspapers and periodical*" there ia a return of
the name, character, frequency of publication, and number
published. Under the head of " churches" there is the num¬
ber, denomination, and value of each church, chapel, or
meeting-house, and the number each will accommodate.
There ie given alao the number of paupera and criminals,
whether native or foreign, and the coat of aupport. Under
the head of "wagea" are included the average of wages to-
different claasea of what we ahould call aervanta, aa "farm-
handa," " female domeatka," and the price of board to labor¬
ing man per week.
The work of collecting theae detaila waa committed prima¬

rily to the marahal* of each diatrict.person* whoae office
nearly resembles that of high sheriff in this country. Thia
officer sppointed persona to take the ceneus in each county,
or, where necessary, in smaller, subdivisions. To thase as¬
sistant* the blank schedules were furnished, together with n
copy of instructions from the superintendent, from the office
in Wsshington. Each assistant, before entering on hia da-
ties, was required to take an oath that be would perform them
in accordance with the law and his official instructions. Tha
persons selected as assiatanta were in aome instances required
to be acquainted with French, German, and other language*,
to meet the cases of settlers from foreign countries. In all
caaes they were to write a good and legible hand, and it may
be mentioned that the manner in which the echedules have
been filled up, some of which are now in this country, show*'
how well thi* requirement haa been fulfilled. This assistant,
having gone over the ground and made ell the inquiries as¬
signed to him, had to make two copies of his schedules, and?
the original being filed at the proper office in hia county, he
waa to lodge the copies with the marshal, by whom one was
to be transmitted to the Legislature of each State, and the
other to the chief office in Washington.
The marshal received payment for his duties in proportion'

to the population enumerated by hia assiatants : if they ex¬
ceeded a million, he received 4*. 6d. for every 1,000 peraons;
if leaa than a million, 5a. 6d. per 1,000. The asaiatants were
paid for each peraon enumerated, and for the diatance they
had to travel. It would be superfluous to give the results of'
this great undertaking, aa they have already been publiahed.
It may, however, be intereating to our readers to know that
the gentleman by whom the whole has been superintended is
now visiting this couotry, and is about to travel in other Eu¬
ropean States, for the purpose of collecting information aa to
the different methoda of conducting cenaus operations, and
assisting to construct a plan which will aid Europe and Ame¬
rica in the comparison of results relating to thia important de¬
partment of economical ecience.

NICOTINE.

Thia ia the name of the deadly poiaon through the agency
of which the recent murder of Fugniea, in Belgium, by the
Count Bocarme was effected. , We learn from Oalignani's
Pari* Messenger that at a recent sitting of the French Acade¬
my of Medicine a report on nicotine was read by M. Oarila.
This report, which confirms facts already known, contain*
many new observations of interest to chemists and medical
jurisprudence relative to the properties of the poison and of
its traces after death.

According to thia document, nicotine waa discovered in'
1809, by Vauquelin, and ia to be found in different kinds of'
nicotiana, in varioua proportion*. Havana tobacco contain*
two per cent., that of the Nord six, Virginia nearly seven,,
and that of Lot eight. Smokers, by inhaling the fume* of'
tobacco, introduce ioto their system s certain quantity (though
email) of poisonous matter. Pure nicotine haa the appear¬
ance of an oily, transparent liquid, of a pale yellow color,,
which, after expoaure, turns to brown. It is very hot to the
taste, and its scrid smell slightly resembles that of tobacco {,
butwhen volatilized by heat it throws out characteristic vepors*
which are ao oppreasive that breathing becomes difficult in .

room where a drop of the liquid has been spilled. As a poi¬
sonous substance, nicotine possesses excessive power. In ex¬

periments made about ten years ago, in ten minute* M. Orfila
killed many dogs, on tha tongues of which he had applied
five drop* of this alkali; with twelve drops death ensiled in-
two minutes. But this powerful poison oannot- eeoepe the-
investigation of men of art. Pure nicotine, according to tho
conclusion* of Messrs. Orfila snd 8tas, has certain cfctaricter*
by which it i* detected as easily aa a mineral poiaon. Ii can<
be discovered in the digcative channel, and ita exiatenee there¬
in proved, though that channel contain bnt a few drupe. And"
even when the poisonous substance haa been absorbed, when*
it has passed into the other organs, it can sdll be discovered
in those organs, and especially in the liter. M. Orfila has
tried, on the liver of animale poisoned with twelve or fifteen
drops of nicotine, two methods of chemical analyais, which he
describee, and be has invariably succeeded in procuring cer¬
tain quantities of the poisons sought fur.
M. Stss, by makiog uae of a third method on the body of

Gastavua Fongnies, extracted nicotine from the tongue, the
stomach, snd liquid contained therein; be aleofeimdeome-
in the liver and lungs. He moreover obtained1 it from the
wood flooring of the dining-room in which Gostave died, al¬
though thst flooring bsd been waabed with soap, oil, and1
warm water; and, in hia learned inveetigation, the Belgian1toxologist had received ne indication from the judge d'tnstruo-tion. Before he wss informed that Bocarme had been mek.
ing experiment* relative to tobacco and nicotine, he had
ajready found that the poiaon introduced into the body of the
victim waa neither aulphuric acid, (aa had been auppoeed,)}nor acetic acid, but either conicine or nicotine.
The program which medical jurisconsult* have made re--

cently is so great that poisoning by morphine, strichnine,.prussic acid, and other vegetable substance^ hitherto regard¬ed as inacceasible to our meana of inveetigation, may nowbe detected and recogniaed in the meat incontestable manner.
M. Orfila, in closing hi* notice^ might wdl My: " After

theae remit* of judicial medical inMaetigation the public need1
be under no apprebehaion. No doubt intelligent, and elever
criminal*, with a view to thwart the surgeons, will spwalMoe*have recourss to very active poi«on», little known by the mam¬
end difficult of detection ; bat science is on the alert,' and
soon overcomes all difficulty. Penetrsting ibte thi OtMost'
depth* of our organs, it bringn out the proof at,the crime, atnd1
furnisbsc one of the greatest pieces of evidence, against the

¦

On former occaeione (aaya an exchange paper) we have
bed to do Wth odd epitaph*. The felkmiog, in it*prim civility,,
Bio uo,m teoidtorily, «*i**»l., K

.^Tr»yf' 8,U*^rlJ"7 1o*

T'attend yon, ali. uQder theae framed rtonee.Are atone your honored son and . '

On eaeh hand to repoae their wearied hoses."


